[Translation] 

Dispatched on October 22, 2002 
Notification of Reason for Rejection 
Patent Application Number ; 2000-1 28519 
Issued Date : October 17, 2002 

Examiner : Jun Miyazima 

Representative of Applicant: Tsunenori Hayashi 
Applied Law : Article 29 (2) and 36 

The present application shall be rejected on the following ground. If the 
applicant has any objections against the rejection, the applicant can file an argument 
within three months from the date of dispatch of the Notification (Due date: December 
21, 2002). 

Ground 

A. Since the invention of the following claims of the application could have been 
easily invented, prior to the filing of the patent application, by a person with ordinary 
skill in the art to which the invention pertains, on the basis of an invention described in 
the following publication distributed in Japan or foreign countries prior to the filing of 
the patent application, the invention shall not be patentable in view of the provision of 
Article 29, second paragraph of Japanese Patent Law. 

Note 

Claims: 1-2 

Cited References : 1-3 



Claims: 3 

Cited References : 1 -2 
Comments: 

'An aluminum deposited layer IT in the cited reference 1 and 'a mirror reflected 
surface 8' in the cited reference 2 correspond to 1 a light reflect body' in this invention. 

Claims: 4-5 

Cited References : 1-2 

Comments: 

The cited references 1 and 2 disclose to control a light reflect rate of a electric 
optical member according to a designation of background color (white color/ black 
color) or contents of image processing (document detection/ document reading). 



A list of the cited references 



1 T Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No.: Hei 7-140433 (especially referring 
FIG. 1 (B). Further it discloses to easily identify with texture of document to improve a 
detection accuracy by making a liquid crystal to a transparent mode to obtain a high 
reflect rate of a back aluminum deposited layer when detecting the document, and to 
preventing an occurrence of back side copying and black copying of punch holes by 
making the liquid crystal to a no-transparent mode (opaque status) to obtain a near 
density of texture of document.) 

2. Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No.: Hei 9-130554 

(Especially referring FIG. 1. Further it discloses to detect edges of the document 
by performing a preliminary scanning after providing a dark background around the 
document by making an electric chromophoric material to a dark status or absorb status 
and then to scan (fully scan) the document after providing a white background of the 
document by making an electrical chromophoric material to a transparent status for 
realizing fully digitalizing of the image.) 

3. Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No.: Hei 11-298694 (Especially 
referring col. 6, lines 19-22 in page 4.) 

B. Since this application is recognized that the description of the specification 
and drawing are incomplete as following point 1, this application lacks the subject 
matters defined article 36, 6th paragraph, 

1. Since the claim is unclear at whole, the claim does not describe clearly the 
subject matters of this invention. For example, following descriptions are unclear. 

(1) For claim 3: 

"The back member has a liquid crystal member of which the light transparent 
rate is variable and a light reflect member." (It is unclear the relationship of the 
description " the back member is constructed of a electric optical member of which the 
light transparent rate is variable by electric control" described in claim 2 which is cited 
by this claim.) 

(2) For claim 5: 

"To control electrically the light reflect rate of the electric optical member 
according to program which processes the read image' 1 (It is unclear the relationship of 
the description " control unit for controlling electrically the light reflect rate of the 
electric optical member according to the designation of the background color 1 ' described 
in claim 4 which is cited by this claim.) 
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